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THE ADVENTURES OF “THE FLAMING SNIPE”

An _account of the ground war of No.255 Squadron RAF in 1943

The text copied from AIR27/1520 was re-keyed November/December 2017 by Chris
Eley, working from a microfilm copy of the original book. E&OE. Transcribed
material commencing at page 4 is © Crown Copyright (reproduced here under the
Open Government Licence v 3.0).

Names of people and places, where known to be corrupted in the original, have been
corrected so as to facilitate computer searches. Additionally, some abbreviations have
been expanded in the interests of clarity. Please refer back to the original whenever a
published quotation is to be made, citing the source as TNA:AIR27/1520.

Doodles on the inside front cover of the original book (apparently partly in Arabic, not
reproduced here) suggests re-use of a notebook previously in the possession of Piers
Kelly. At some time in the book's life, folios were numbered using a mechanical
numbering machine. The book is physically intact throughout the parts used. Folio 37
side 1 is annotated “END” and otherwise blank. Both sides of Folio 1 are blank.

There is an anomaly at Folio 31 Side 1, which repeats text from the start of Folio 25.
This is consistent with someone having turned over several blank pages and later, upon
realising their mistake, copied the text back from Folio 31 into its correct position on
Folio 25. Half of Folio 31 side 1 and the whole of side 2 are, in consequence, blank.

The book is an unofficial Squadron diary covering the approximate period September
1942 to September 1943. The numerous references to the “Flaming Snipe” relate to a
Humber Snipe motor car used by the Squadron as Officers motor transport.

A number of variants of the Snipe existed in the British military — the open-top tourer
(such as General Montgomery's “Old Faithful”), a 4-door saloon and an estate car
known as a “woody” on account of its timber-trimmed bodywork. It is clear from the
following text that the “Flaming Snipe” had a sunshine roof, suggesting that it was not
a soft-top. Most probably it was the saloon car version, but this is unconfirmed.

CE
Harrow, Middlesex
January 2018
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Variants of the Humber Snipe in British military service

Above: The saloon version, believed to be the variant used by 255. Photo credit: Dave Haskell
Below: Utility / Shooting Brake / Station Wagon version. Photo credit: www.nevsepic.com.ua
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General Montgomery's Humber Snipe tourer, “Old Faithful”.

Images on this page © Imperial War Museum, where the original vehicle is on display.
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Maps available to the Squadron:

The map extract reproduced below illustrates the standard of cartography available at the
time in respect of French colonies in North Africa. The example shows the relative positions
of Macdonald (near the western edge of the sheet) and Sétif Aerodrome some 7' km to the
east. Note the spelling Aine Arnat, the Ain/Aine discrepancy further extending the possibilities
for confusion of North African place names.
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Extract Kindly supplied by the Institut Géographique National, Paris

The transcription:

This humble columnist joined Hre Sguadvron on Sept
25", 1942 News of the Squadrony mminent departure for
serviee overseos, heralding as U did o period of comungy and
goings;, of sueeessions of visuors; of numerows forewells; of
untense troaning, wos then but three weeks olo.

Leave and furst forewellsy being over, the process of

1 Shown as Pilot Officer G.H.Poker at first entry in the ORB. Actually 125365 George Henry Roker, known as Ted.
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kitting owt began and an wrgent desire for some defunite action
manifested vself Huwroughowt the Squadion.

Seewrity lectures, which had included grum tolks of
sunken ships, of Uifetimes spent v open boaty n the freezing

wostes of northern waters or under the boiling sun of the Red
Sea had made wy all secwrity minded: Cryptic discunssions,
born of every rumowr which grew muwshroom~-Uke n every
corner of the station, flared wup whenw two or thwee were
gothhered togetiher, only to- die anway to- o hushed wihisper on the
approach of any foreign body.

Panty woollen fought gamely withe panty silken for the
right to- accommodation in the resplendent Blacks Ten” trunks
wirehv had begun to- gwe owr quartery Hhe appearance of one
colossal lost property office. The searciv of tive shops and stores
of England, Scotland and Wales for suein ttems as bug powder,
forchv  botteries, chewing gum efe sfarted o  hoording
competifton whici swept througlh the Squadion.

The more prominent visitors during Hhis period were:-

Group Copt Doaid Atcherley DFC on the 6™, 21°" and
25" 0October.

S/L D.H. My on 22™0ct when he wos presented withv
o cigarette box.

Alr Commodore Steele on Saturday 24" Oct:

2 Shipping trunks manufactured by Blacks, capacity ten cubic feet.
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Alr Vice Marshal W.P. Dixon CB DSO OBE AFC 238™
Oct:

Wing Commander Bandit and Mr Watson of I.C.I. On
the 28" n connection witihv re~doping machines

Oon 7™ Nov: Wing Commander Cunningham DSO DFC
and iy R.O. Flught Liewtenant Rawnsley AFC DFM

L iewtenant Brown wio talked of tihe Libyan campaign
came on 10" Nov-

Deportures for otihver unity included...

F/Lt D.H. My, posted to- Growp H.Q. At Preston and
afterwards promoted to- Squadron Leader Oct 10™.

P/0 Mowrsihhall Friend wiro- lLeft us for 54 O.T.U.

F/O Holmes to- RAF Valley.
New- arrwvols were:-

F/O T. Henry in charge of e R.AF. Regument

F/0 G. Roker for Codes and cypirers

F/O Cronser for R.A.F. From 456 Squadiron

F/Lt Mwrfun owr Adjutant who only jouned ws a few
days before owr depoarture.
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The amazing efforty of the entfire Sqguadiron during the
post few weeks showld be put on recordi A working day of
some ten howry was graduelly strefehed to- twelve and more. A
hwrried ceaning off and re-doping of all of owr awrcroft
called for even greotfer effortss  Auwcrews mungled witiv Ops
WAAFys asy Hhey swormed like ants round, wnder, over, and on
tHhe machines. Scraping ever scraping’, work took on a more
furious pace, rusing to- o terrific crescendo wiv o 24 howr
working doy and the acihievement of being ready before the

orders to- move came.

Last, v o less exacting way, buwt uv a form which
proved guite ardunouns, came the tosk of toughening the bodies
By now we had all been ssuned withh heavy duty dress and
provdly clumped about tihe stotion i kihhaki bottledress of
many hues, gaitered and noisome in heavy booty Truly o
motley collection of “Brown types’. We had all mastered the
ort of assembling the jigsaw collection of webbing equipment,
and though there was some doubt ay to- Hhe ortivodor style of
uwsing the revolvers Usued to- ugy (IE Hhe crouching style of the
Wid West or the wmore wuniversal style of the fum-land
gongster) we commenced o rowtine of rowte marcihes and trips
to- the local battle cownrse.

On the sotial side we had managed voriowsy visity to-
thhe Second Mess and to- the Old Cralp MUL at [Blank, never filled in.
Probably the Old Crab Mill Inn at Preston Bagot]. Unfortunately the last of
these visify was the caunse of gwing Hamisiv severe heart strain

3 Done to remove inappropriate camouflage from the Beaufighters. Previously, an early form of black radar-absorbing
“stealth” paint had been used (RDM2). The resulting rough surface is now known to have increased drag.
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We leff a eredit of thuree shillings and sixpence and despite all
efforts to- secnre some method of recovery Ut w regretted that the
35 6d il remainy fo- owr credit ot this hostelry.

On two of these vty we had withh ww Wing
Commoander Hargreones from [Blank, never filled in] who- spent o few
days leare witiv the Squadion.

W/0 Cuwrtis did sterling work wn organising odd
donces for the men: Occasional parties in the different messes
helped to- gwe the newer officery an opportunity of knowing
their N.C.O.'s and men.

On Nov:2"™ o porty wos arranged. Unfortunately few
guests could make the jowrney but numerows telegroms arrived
withv “Goodl Luek’ messages.

November 11", On this day nstructions were receinved
for the aircrews to- proceed and again on He 12" came a
message calling for tHhe services of owr machines os soow ay
possible un Hhe theotre of operations.

Friday November 13% way the big day. Aurcrews were
stonding by ot 10.00 hrs: After numerows consulfations over
the weather the planes beganw to- toxl owt ot 12.20. At 12.35
the first machine wos airborne.

A greot send-off wos arranged and tHre entire stoff of
controllery efe et had manned Hre roof and verandain of the
control tower armed with Verey putolsc  Rockets, red lights,
green Lghts, all saded wnto- the awr as eacih growp of thwee
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machiney storted their “take off’. The Station Adjutant Flight
Lientenant Cihvildy, armed witv o guinormowy flag, had clumbed
onto- the hgher-most port of the control tower. This flag he
proceeded to- wove unfll one or two- of owr machunes roored
over hWis head ot O feet: There appeared to- be an effort on Hre
port of some of owr piloty to- duslodge tHhe Station Adjutant:

A few minutesy before the ‘'take off began, the
following message was recened:

“Botiv present and past Awr Officers Commanding No-q
Growp and enture Growp Staff wuihhv foo thank 255
Squadiron  for tHieweir wlling efforts, excellent
cooperotion and furst class work wnw Hus Group and
now congrofulate 255 on being gwwen furtiher
the very best of luek and good hunting.”

The following was sent un reply...

“AW ranks of 255 Squadron very much appreciote the
very kind message from present and post A Officers
Commanding No=q9 Growp and entire group stoff and
kindnessy wirich has always been showw fo- the unit
dwring Uy stay wnw the Growp: It hopes for new
old Growp down.”
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Wit the departure of thhe planes we were able to- settle
down to- more infensive toughening training. Rowte marches,
vty to- the local battle sehool and trips around the Honiley
assoudt couwrse were o featwre of the daly programme.
However, withv machines and aircrews gone, Honiley did not
seem guite the same and everyone was angiows to- follow Hhem
and get downw to- o real job of work. At last, after o waiting
period thot seemed twice ay long asy Ut really wos, we received
ordery to- move. During thuy perwod we had heard indivectly
Gbroltor and on Hre last day news that ot least one crew ways
w Algeria

The night 25%/26™ Nov:  Arrangements for the move
were carried owt wiutv clotkwork preciston. At twelve o'clock
midnight Hie Squadron poaraded in the hanger ready to- move
off They had been gwen a good hot meal, supplied withv o
rotion for the journey and Usued withv 1y 4d* for the purchase
of food. f opportunity presented vbself At 00.40 sy “A” FUght
marched out of the hanger, led by P/O Ward for the march to-
Berkswell Station. The baggage HT® vans had gone on aread
and P/O Sexton had choarge of the baggage porty ot Berkswell
Stotion wiere kithbagsy were unloanded and stocked. At 01.40
the furst FUught arrived followed at fure minuwte infervals by the
otherse 02.40 sy sow owr special traun pulling owt on
sehedule and ot 06.05 Iy, once again dead to- owr Hime, we
come fo- o halt i Liverpoole. The jouwrney across to- Hhe docks,
thouwghy not particndarly comfortable, wasy accomplished

4 One shilling and fourpence, a little under 7 pence in post-decimalisation currency.
5 Horse Transport (as opposed to MT, Motor Transport).
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withowt miushap: By O7.00 hry we were all in Hie main sheds
of the dotkys and tHie businesy of getting 404 men ow boord had
commenced. By 08.00 hry the complete Sguadion had been
embarked witivout casunalty.

Lutle need be sodid of owr sea jouwrney. The weather
way kind witiv Hie exception of one night: Crackers did look o
Uttle pale but nevertreless no one missed a meal tHhwroughowt
the whole trip:  We disembarked at Béne® on December 7™
ofter o pleasont 10 daysy wndisturbed by the enemy. The next
10 doys we enjoyed the hospuality of Now4 Trawsit Camp ot
Bone, situated in the “Tabacoop?”. This was one place we were
ol pleased to- leave. The Hun was too- fond of disturbing the
nighits.

The following illustrations are not part of the original document:

. LATABACOOP = T

The Tabacoop, a prominent triangular site located next to a river confluence, made an easy
target for the Luftwaffe at night despite it being a New Moon on the 8™. Aerial photo by
Charles Ciantar, 1955. The east elevations of the warehouses are facing the camera.

6 Since re-named Annaba.
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At Bone the men had their first taste of sleeping owt
U the open It ways considered safer to- toke the men owt nfo
the Willy to- sleep and for 3 nighty we all made owr way -
Gipsy fosivwon — to-the hWills: Crackers and Hre Scribe found o
most comfortable ditch too which we had become really
ottoched wiren b way found possible to- move from the transit
comp to- owr bose ot SeHf  Owr strengtiv had by then been
considerably reduced: Numerows porties and comwvoys had
been sent off with equipment Some fo Souk-el-Arba’ and
some oy an adwanced porty to- SetLL

Owr jowrney from Bone s worthy of comment: Dot
Brenwnan, Crackers ond the wriuter accompanied 179 bodies
Once agoin our move wwos ot night Leanving owr hillside
resting place at 02.00 Iy we marched to- Bone station

For 46 howry we enjoyed the luxwry of a super cattle
truck. Stops varied from 5 minutes to- 10 howrsye Much credit
W due to- the Sguadion cooksy who managed to- gwe uy good
meals under exceedingly diffiendt conditions: Though on some
otcasions they had to- run alongside the moving train complete
withv fires and large ting of tea or stew,, we managed to- complete
our journey witiv the same number of bodies witiv wiieh we
storted:. By the time the train arrived ot SéHf we had all
resigned owrselves to- spending ot least another montiv 'riding
the raily. We had accordingly retired for the night and it was
withy no- Wttle suwrpruse thot we awoke ot 23.30 to- hear S/L
Eliot and F/Lt Murfin knotking on the truck and enguiring
for 255.

7 Since re-named Jendouba.
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December 19%. At last we begin to goather owr
resources. The suecessful evacunation of Bone, and the peaceful
otenpotion of Macdonald’ and a portion of Hhe aerodrome ot
Sehf has provided owr aircrews withy e very necessary ground
organization. By December 23™ our encampment iy ready for
otcunpotion and numerows plany are being made for orgonising
the Officers Mess un o residence belonging tfo- [blank space for name,
never filled in], the village mayor. On Dec 23™, F/O Cracknell and
this columnist,; entrusting Hheir lives (and kits) to- the professed
rood-worthiness of the “Flaming Snipe’ and plloted by L.A.C.
Shipman (pllot in chief to- the Fidarer®) set owt for Souk-el-
Arba. They were accompanied: by Sgk Macleod: AW was well
wntl we reached a pount some 20km from Constontine. Here,
for no appaorent reason, the “Flaming Snipe’’ waltzed in gurlishv
foshion for some 100 yords along o tree lined road and Hren
stoggered intfo- the air in true Whitey style. The “take off”’
continued in his efforts to- cimb over the 30 foot high sharubs
on the roodside. However, in o moment of indecision he
otftempted to- roor Huwrough an opening. Alas for his efforts Hhe
“Flaming Snipe’ shuddered rather sickeningly, lurched to- port
and thew stolled uinto- a six foot ditedv. The pulot blamed Hre
condition of the rummway; F/O Cracknell seemed to- agree, but
the writer s stll convinced tHrat the famows Cracknell Kit;
wiiich oceupied ot least % of owr cabin, showld be put on
record asy a contribwtory factor. Thanks to- the efforty of REME
ot Constontine and the cooperation of the Yankee driver who
corried Crockersy into town i a jeep, we were all able to- make

8 Appears in some US and French documentation as “Abd el Beg”. Since independence, also known as El Mahdia.
9 Not Adolf Hitler! This was the Squadron's tongue-in-cheek nickname for their own CO, Piers Kelly.
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Covnstontine and the Cirta Hotel uin tume for tea. Owur slight
mishap required the “Flaming Swnipe’ too undergo an
wmmediote operation: The steering rod had to- be strengtrened
and, o new petrol tank fifted The new petrol tfank
wnedentally was borrowed from a brotirver Snipe, the property
of some Growp Coptoin: At 10am on Christmasy morning we
proceeded on owr journey. Aport from o short stop ot Bone for
dinner — tuwned bacon and a fried egg — owr journey was
uwneventful and U must be said in forowr of Hre Snipe that she
Ad yeoman service in making Souk-el-Arbo just after dork.
After muehv groping around un the dark, followed by 40
minutesy of frantie telephoning, we were promised a guide to-
lead ws to- 255 dupersalc. The gude duly arrwed 12 howry
later and we embarked onto- a sea of mud en rowte. We hoped
for & meal and bed. After woding about un the mud for 2
howr and puwshing the “Flaming Snipe’ over two or three
plowghed flelds, during wihicihh process “she’’ (the biteh) lost
her exihaust pipe, we did eventually arrive ot dispersal.

My contemporary's diary does, | hope, deal fully witiv
Chwustmas doy (and witiv s oww port un ).

Tumes and dates shouwld be carefully noted in the
following paragrapirs.

Ow Dec 26™ The Fidrer, S/L Player, F/L Lamwmer, F/O
Wynzar and the aforementioned 'pillot in chief left Souk n
the 'Flaming Snipe ot 15.30 howry en rowte for Sétif via Bone
and Duzerville
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At 11.00 howrsy on the following day Hus colwmnist
departed on Hre same journey i a tivree ton Lorry.

At dwsk on Hhe same day (27") Hhe Hwee ton lorry
arrwed of the open spoace which should ot some tume or otirer
become Duzerville aerodrome. Thisy columnist and Sgt- Macl eodd
tromped. 2 mile across the mud to- nwestigate one small and
lonely tent; which way reputed by a local AA gun'y crew fo-
houwse Hie RAF detochment. Like Mothher Hubbard we found
the cupboord bare and were about to- retrace our steps when
we heard whot we furst thought to- be the staccotor rot—tot-tat of
macihine gun fire. Sgt Macleod looked around hostily for o
st trenciv but just then we noticed a tral of red sparks
following un the waoke of o cor's headlamps. From Greenlandly
ey mountoing to- Indialy coval sands only one car makes sueh o
terrible nowse; only one cor troads suciv o flery wake.

Once rewnifed we set abouwt funding accommodation
for the night and in the home of Monsiewr Caninon we found
o hoven of rest and met F/L Dunning-White, at the time un
charge of the Duzerville campaign, and hiy able stoff officer
(also- the local ambuwlance wallah) F/O J Comeron Cox. Owr

surrouwndingsy were pleasant and most of usy wowld hoawve tarried
omhile.  However, F/L Dunning-White had conducted o
maosterly campaign and F was decided, over and round abowt
some excellent wine, that we showld pwsiv on to- freshv flelds
ond postures news The 3-tonner made furst stort and arrived
ot o suitoble camping site some 4 miles east of Constontine ot
abowt Spm. Some minutes later the Fidwrer's porty, minug the
Fidhrer, Huundered along, stopped for a few moments and then
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set off in search of the Hotel Cirta

The following photograph is not part of the original document:

Hotel Cirta, Constantine, Algeria, built circa 1912. Photograph ©2017 APS Photos.
Closed for renovation in 2017, due to re-open 2018 as part of the Marriott Hotels
group.

Of sueh adventuresy as Hrese, and S/L Johnny Player's night in
the deserted maidly diressing room, my confrére must write. So
alsoo will | leane to- him an account of owr meeting the next
day and o pleasant drink in the American Bor of tihe Casino:
The 3-tonner reached Sétif ot 4.30 29/12/42 to be followed
some two- howry later by the “Flaming Snipe’.

Under tHhe guidance of Hamisih, some of the boisterowns
spiruty welcomed 1943 un Hre correct manner.
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14943

Withv the score at 14 we entfer the new year on top
une, are hoping that the coming monthsy will see wmore
suecesses onds that by next year we shall all be reunifed withv

Life at Macdonald has now become more settled. Owr
Officers Mess hasy begun to- look wmore like home and tHranks
largely to- owr Signals Officer P/O Sexton and Sgt Wlliamson,
feeding and drinking arrangements honve reached a higher
stondord. than had been hoped for in so- short a time:  In the
comp, bothing organmizafion b wnder way. The men have
their own cantfeen, now placed under the writer's direction,
and the Sergeanty hove token over anotiver houwse un the village
for use as a Sergeantsy mess.

Now- there s talk of owr own night fighting Wing™.
AW sorty of people are whsting here and wihvstling there. The
Adjutont, accomponied by the poy corporal corrying a large
bow of fuve frane notes, has whistled up to- Souk ow the pretext
of doing a pay parade. Pat'sy kit consisted of one tootivbrusiv
ond two- poacks of cords. Why the heck he took the empressed
money withy him no- one knows: If he doesn't trust usy why
doesnwt he say so?

F/L Duwnning-White and his Stoff Officer Cowmeron
Cox refurned from their Campaign: Two homeless refugees,
Geoff Humes and Arthwr Woolley, refurned from Souk after
Artivwr Woolley had a spot of bother witiv o petrol stove.

10 This did materialise, as No.325 Wing with headquarters at Sétif.
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Odd ypo-l-y Of WWMW\'Q ot vortounsy ASP's [Note here in a code

not understood] haoae uwnearthed odds and ends Of WWVW&VV{" we
needed.

Janumory 5%, 1943,

Player, Lammer, Oswald, Gloster
Add Hheir names to- e medal roster
D.F.Cs for celebration

Lots of fun and. grand ovations.

Good show, and some more to- come we hope

S/L Player and Ronnie Wynzar hove gone to- Alglers.
Vague disturbing rumowrs howe reached wy about Ronnie. He
telly everyone thot he hos the wnterests of the Squadivon at
heart: Tume alone will tell. [At this point the words “In the meantime” have

been deleted. The intended sentence was never completed.]

Squadron Leader Foorde, Welfare Officer, visited the
comp and took quite an uinferest un all of ouwr arrangemendts.
He promised to-try and get us some fllims.

Sqguadron Leader J.G.M. Kelly, the Wing™* padie also
Lited st

It »w witiv deep regret that we record the deativ of F/O
Weston and P/O Hiles ot Béne on Hhe morning of Jan 6™, We

11 This refers to 325 Wing, headquartered at Sétif in the Ecole des Jeune Filles (the school for young girls). See
AIR26/433, entries for 04 and 13.Jan.1943. The school buildings functioned both as offices and accommodation.

12 The Wing padre was 116930 The Reverend James Ganly Marks Kelly. Reference to him here as “Squadron Leader”
is questionable. Chaplains were supposed to be known and addressed by their ecclesiastical titles and not by their
rank titles, which existed only to indicate their relative status in the RAF. See KR&ACI (A.P.958) Para 68.
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shhall muss them botin

P/0 Sprowle and Sgt Auld, a new crew from howme,
Jjouned wy o few days ago: Pat Murfin hay been back some days
and now- seemy ready to- go- off again:. Ouwr Adjutont seemy to- be
of o restless nature. Now- he has wihistled down to- Alglers

Days ship by guickly and dates become nsignificont:
At long last owr cypher stoff hove manned their post and now
do- thewr twrn of cypher watch. If the N.AAF.I profity
continune ay they are now this columnist will be able to- buy
o oar force where cyphers ave obsolefe

29" Jan. Owr pilots now do- “duty pilot’. Incendiary
O'Suwllivan storty the boll rolling and finds that “Duty Pllot’
W sometung of o misnomer. At 23.00 hry or thereabouts the
writer (hWimself doing a spell of duty) cimbed the winding
stoircose Hhat leads to- e Wateche Tower. From tive Wattih Tower
come the amount of nouse one wowld expect from the
combination of a boxing matftiv and a movie newspaper office.
It was withv no- Little trepldation Hrat Hhe writer completed his
Jowrney and dared to- ask how Hre job of Duty Plot was going.
The conwersation which followed ran something Uike this:

Duty Plot: “Duty Plot hal! Do yow know:..” (Intferruption
whuilst s telephone belly all ring and the DP
gyroted round the office Uke a top, smatthing at
receivers). “l'm lxpd! DP, I'm 1T Infelligence, I'm
**xl Controller.” (Another inferruption while the
siw telephone cally all ring again: Withe a rapid
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swde stepping wmovement the DP avnswersy all of
w the masy of wirese At last he w free.

Me, very meekly: “Are yow busy?”

Duty Pilot:  “II***_ ['ye got two- Beaws just up:  Four Hwrrily
jwst downw’ (Inferruption whilst one telephone
ringsy plauntuwely).  “l've got o 3-tonner wanty
homing from SEHL

Me (ntferrupting and very brightly):  “How about some tea?”

Duty Pllot: (Withv iy eyes popping owt like organ stops and
his foce glowing very red) “Tea — 2 !11** DP”

At thiys moment some twerp decided the time and place
appropruote to- set fure to- o tun of petrol owhside the hanger.
The D.P. thew gave o foir imuation of a bargee. Rushung to-
the balcony and placing cupped handsy too his mowthh he
bellowed fortiv “Put that bloody Ught owt!”

After Hus exihibifion the writer decided to- retire to- the comfort
of the Cypher Office.

Jan 20%. The Fidwer and Ronnie hove Leff for Souk. The
mosterly manipulotor hay gathered some new R.O.¢ unto- the
shelter of his wings: The Squadron'y never ending progromme
of whistling here, and nipping there, goes on withe unabated
fury. On the 21" Phil Kendall and Charlie HUW come back
with some souveniry: During the newt night Vol Philips, after
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foking some weeks to- tear himself awoy from England, pushed
our score wp to- 22 by disposing of one Heinkel He111. At the
ungodly howr of 08.30 on the followwng morning Elmer and
Homisihv left for Souk wn a 1Sewt By this effort Elmer
Sunday gove wy two vicfores: One v the affernoon when we
beat 600 Squodron ot Sotcer 1-O and the other when F/Sgt
Comeron gove o Dornier Do-217 the works at night: The soccer
victory was achuenved by the somewhat wnusuel procedure of
Asguising the Adjutant n Soccer kit and letting him wander
aimlessly about the puch. These factics successfully confused

On Tuesday 26" we were unforfunate when Souk was
bombed ot 13.30 s AC Loy wos killed, 2 Beawns written off
and 3 damaged. On the same doy we had five new Beawns
ollotated to- usy and at night had owr furst “seromble’’ from
Sétf On the 27" the “Flaming Snipe’ returned once more
having accomplished the jowrney withowt any compulsory
stoppages: Withv regret U b recorded thot the ocenpants of the
cor had token the opportunity to deloy their jowrney whilst
they visited some Englishv nurses in Philippeville:. Rownie
Wynzar and Mike Gloster, horving baled owt of tHie Swnipe atf
Constontine, retuwrned tHie following doy. - No trade? The
Fidwrer also- refurned on the 28" and departed again on tHre
29%. On the 30™ the Adjutant deported by air for Souk. The
exewnse Huis time — Pay porade. So- ended Janunory.

Februoary hos storted on a high note witihv tolk of
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leave. On Hhe 2™ we have commenced to- vacate Souk-el-Arba
and Hre rofe of excirange has dropped from 300 to- 200.

Thursday 4™ s an important day as U marks the first
move i the second Dunning-White campaign. The Adjutont
oand the Diarist accompanied by nonvigators Kobber Kane and
O'Hickmore set off in the Flaming Snipe to- find a camp site
and: Hickmore had a spot of finger trouble some 10km from
comp: Whilst searciving for the road to- Bougie® he ovdered e
pilot (F/L Mwrfin) to- fork left onto- o LitHe wsed cattle track.
After negotiating four hawrpin bends we regained e main
SétHf road 100 yowrds aead of where we had Lleft it
Eventually, by toaking some notice of Hre official signposts, we
tuwrned on to- the Bougle rond and followed b withowt event,
thwough the gorges of Kerratn and Chabet-el-Akra and on to-
the shore of the Mediferranean. Some 10 wmiles before we
reached Bougle o pleasont spot way found. I+ covusisted of a row
of beachh chalety and wwestigation proved thoet they were
weally snited for owr requirementy and as yet not taken over
by the Army. Our next vt was to- the Townw Mayor at Bougle
wiho- ot furst proved anytiving but helpfule. Owr determination
to- secwre the place had been nereased by Hre sight of 3 ATS
gurlsy when we stopped ot the Town Mayor's office. A further
v, Hus time to- Liewtenant Colonel Woodhowse, finally
settled mattery and i a short while F way arranged for wy to-
send an officer, one corporal and 4 airmen to- the chalets e
next doy to- take over. The fact Hhat an Englishv show wasy on
i fown and thot the aforementioned ATS gurly were shUL n

13 Since re-named Béjaia.
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the vieinity were factors wirveh may easidly hove led lesser men
astray. However, we whisHed back to- Macdonald and made
the wnecessory avroangements. F/Lt Dunning-White (Howorory
Colonel of 18™) assumed command for Hie opening stoges of the
compaign and appointed Kobber Kane* as his ADC.

By wnow the entire Squadion had for the furst tume
been collected togetiver un one spot:

Over the weekend 6™/7% F/Lt Dunning-White
returned from Bougie and depoarted agon witv an advance
porty. F/O Thorp cdaimed o propoble after o combat witiv o
CANT 1007.

On Tuesday 7™ [sic, should say 9*] Hhe first party set owt for
Bougle ot 09.15 arrwwing of 13.00 hrye Ay wsnal withv
Dunning-White campaigns the organdization wasy furst class
ond most of the comforty of Ufe were provuded for. The
an Weal resting place. It s regrettably noted that F/O Kane
had by thus time become wmolved n the “affaire Kobbaire”’
thoughv Ut must be sand v iy favour Hhat he way putting up a
resusfance compatible witv an Englishv gentleman.

Owr fowr days sy possed all too- guickly. The
hospiutolity of Monsiewr Remandet and his daughter Rende
had proved intferesting and very enjoyoble. Table tennis, and
doncing (provided we let Peter dance withh Renée when
Moonlight Cocktail’® was played) were the favourite postimes

14 At the time, his paired navigator 116694 F/O Rowland Hope Kane.
15 A popular Glenn Miller jazz tune of 1942.
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except for Kobbaire wiro- way found to- be very much under Hhe
control of P.

Ow the fourtiv day of owr vuit the Fidhrer arrived withv
Dot Brennan and Geoff Humes to- fund an airman stranded on
o rotk abowt 150 yords owt in the breakers: Peter and the
deorest had been v the water too help Hie chap owt of
Aiffienlties but he had swoam anway from them and clambered
onto- e rotk. Arrangementy had been made for an Awr Sea
Rescune Lawncih fo- come acrossy from Bougue and ot the Hime
that the Fidrer arrived Crackers wos then steaming acrossy the
bay. The combined efforty of Geoff and Dot and the WingCO,
wio- incidentolly got stramded on tHre rock himself for a short
witle, got e man asirore and by tHhe time the launch arrived
everyone was safely ashore agoin.

Owr signolsy officer P/0 Sexton did his shwff by
borrowing two so—called wihite handkercihuefs (he never uses
them himself) mounted the balwstrade wn front of the
Remandet's villo and proceeded to- semapirore 'OK'. After 235
efforty the lauwncih crew seemed to- wnderstond and we all
refurned to- the mess for tea. Unfortunately tie sivort sea trip
Md Crackery wo good asy he was unfit to- come back the
following day due to- an attack of sciatica .

We returned to- SEHE to- find tHwat some really bad
weather had been experienced including a blizzawrd and Loty
of smow~

The rest of February possed withowt event: A steady

Page 24 of 72 pages



An annotated transcript of UK National Archives document AIR27/1520.

Aow of leave parties was mainfained. Variowsy aircrews
vanished on visits to- Algiers and on the 24™ the Fidwer with
Kendall, Gloster and HUL Left for Cap Serrat:

The furst day of Marchv gove us a very mild foretaste of
wihat we might expect when the Africon summer arrives: A
generows duploy of bodies, sponsored by owr “Strengti-
Through~Joy”*® leader Dot Brennan was well supported by
Blondie Humes, Join Lewis, Downg Greones and otirers: Colonel
Cox (of the 18™) (ex Mafeking) maintoined the dignity and
honowr of Hhe Regiment by keeping his body fully clothed and
contenting himself withe the addition of sunglasses (airerew-
pottern).

One regretoble fact has to- be reported for Feb 28™. In
o Sotcer mofthv versns the Wing owr mudfield spectator (F/L
Murfun) mystertouwsly became enfangled un the game viself and

On Tuesday Marchh 2" Hhe Fidurer and his party
refurned from Cogp Serrat:

Of s epusode U would perhaps be best to- allow one
of the party to- tell the story n his own words. Wit his wsual
modesty Phil Lies Kendall has kindly offered his personal
Mary ond from this Hhe true story has been written.

Ay o prefoce to- Hus story moy the ddarust soy thoet he
believes every word fo- be true. Written midst the dangers that

16 Kraft durch Freude (German for Strength through Joy, abbreviated KdF) was a large state-operated leisure
organization in Nazi Germany, active 1933—-1939.
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beset those who go- owt to- protect the for flung owtposts of the
Squadion, these pages bring to- yow in stark reality sometiving
of the Uives of those at Cap Serrat: Yow may well ask “How- do- |
know they are true?”. | say they are true becaunse not once v
wsed the expression “There was ...

“Left Macdonald 24™ February for Constantine to-
owoit Growp Captoin Atcherley. An inifial suecess was
obtoined by the Fidwer wiho achieved telephonic
communicotion withe base. The evening wasy spent ot the
Cosino- where the Filwer duplayed wmoarked tendencies for
‘Waison) work witiv the ladies of Constantine. A vote of no

“On the 25" we towred the city with an American
Jowrnalist: Duwring Hus towr Hre Fidhwer, alwaysy witv an eye
for beauwty, managed to- fund an American Red Crossy nnrse.

“Felpr 26™. Departed from Béne in the Flaming Snipe
oand had lunch ot Highelass'” withv F/LE Roehuck who woas in
fine fettle and wished to- be remembered to- 'his boys. After
lunch cowrse wos set for La Calle’® wiere Hhe Fivhrer found the
Town Mayor and another telepirone. We were accommodated
for the night by a charming old French lady who arranged to-
provide one double bed for four bodies. Charlie and | claimed
the mattress wirvichv we put on the floor. The Fidivrer and Mike
shared wiat wos left of the bedi During the night Mke made
aduances to- e Fidvrer by throwing iy arms around hisy neck

17 A temporary Radar Station. For its Operations Record Book see AIR29/185.
18 Since re-named El Kala.

Page 26 of 72 pages



An annotated transcript of UK National Archives document AIR27/1520.

and snoring n iy face. The opiunion wasy formed that F/O
Gloster had not fully recovered from tHie Wynzar habity he
cwdtwated in Alglers.

“The Town Mayor U way discovered had vusited Kuala
Lumpur Hansy providing Hhe wruer wiuth an opportuwnity to-

“Feb. 27" . Set off for Hotel Luminosa”™ at Tabarka
to- fund that Growp Coptoin Atcherley had already Left for the
front: We followed at high speed un the Flaming Snipe making
ay muciv nouse as o Squadvon of Harvards. We next stopped ot
[Blank, never filled in] fo- M\We/ the rowte and Hre Fidnrer
commenced to- barter for eggs: I+ wasy wihile these proceedings
were goung onw that a second Snipe approocired ot terrifie speed
from the direction we were about fo- take. It ground to- o halt
wn a dowd of dwst and from F emerged a filgure clad i blue
trousers topped by a brown smotk withe fur collar. This was
none other than the Group Coptoan, who seemed fo- be
thoroughly enjoying himself.: He informed ws that he way
trying to- find Brigade HQ and that he had recently passed
300 ltnlian prusonery comuing down the road looking wmost
dejected.  After asking several of the local soldiers of the
whereabouty of the HQ we managed to- find an ormy ommo-
supply Captoin who rose from hiy bed and informed wy that
he had not slept for two-days. He ganve uy a brief outline of Hhe

19 From this point through to the evacuation of the radar station at Cap Serrat, the events described here need to be read
in the context of the the recent appointment of General Hans-Jiirgen von Arnim as commander of the 5™ Panzer
Army and Arnim's push north towards the north coast of Tunisia, codename Unternehmen Ochsenkopf (Operation
Ox-Head). This advance was apparently done in the mistaken belief that Axis forces had been more successful at the
Battle of the Kasserine Pass than was actually the case.

20 Suspected drafting error in the original. Thought actually to refer to the Hotel Mimosa.
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position as for ay he knew: It appeared tHhat Hhe enemy had
advonced on the right flank during the night and that the
Sl Mechri road wasy v a fluid state asy Holions had been
coptured on the rovd uhelf: The Growp Captoin then
proceeded to- Béjo (Divisional HQ) afterwards returning to- the
Mimosa wiere tHie party agoin assembled and o wor council
held. In view of the foct that the enemy were only Haliansy o
wos decided to- follow the rond fo- Stdi Medri. On the
morning of the 28™ we once again set off This time ot an even
greater speed un the two Snipes witv o lookowt protruding
Hwough the sunshine roofs. We had proceeded abouwt 2 mile
when the lading Snipe caome to- o swdden stop and Hre
Flaming Snipe followed suit: A rapid evacuation of Hhe Snipes
ensueds and Hhe porty took cover behund some cactus planty
from o supposed air attock. It was here ot | found o solitory
Britsiv Tommy's grave n the middle of a fleld: One or two
dsabled tanks were seen n adjoining fields. When b was
thought safe the journey way resumed ot an even greater speed.
We had proceeded but a short distance when botiv cary came to-
o swdden halt and withiun 10 seconds the occunpants had
apporently performed the wmpossible by complefely
Adsappeoring. Althouwgh everyone acted with extreme aloacrity
the Fubhuwer's effort wasy phenomenal as he wasy last seen
Adsappeoaring over o hilltop 100 yoards awoy un o clownd of dust:
The canse of this bother was 2 single seat fightery wiricihhv had
made Hheir appearance. Charlie HU (Hre recognition expert)
volunteered the information that they were Spuly but as trese
Spits had radial enginey and were proceeding to- beat wp the
rood ahead of the Snipes, Cihorliels powery of observation were
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regovded as somemhat below par. We later passed o Britusih
Standord cor withh 4 flat tyres, a broken wundsereen, wno-
wstruments and o Britusihv Army Officer trying to- make one
spore tyre go- round four wheels: Several French soldiers were
seen walking bock from the front It wos obvious that had we
not met Hhe Growp Captoin we showld, in all probability, hove
enjoyed, dinner i Tunis: We were just turning off of the Sidi
Mechri rond when we once again made a hurried exit from
the carse The trouble this time was o formation of Mitechell
bombery.  Another start wasy made along Huy track and
wndaunted by a notice reading TYPHUS — Owt of Bounds we
corried on, passing sexveral comouflaged gun posifions: Funally
we met a 15ewt Bedford wnto which we cdumbed:. Thuy had
been sent down to- meet uy ay the track woes too- bad for the
Snipes. These machines were sent bock and we proceeded on
owr way withv the GC percihed on the roof of the Bedford. After
possing severol troops of the Corpsy France we reacihed the next
point of our journey, Sl Mechri Here we had lunch i an
improvised mess. An excellent steak and kidney pudding goanve
ws o feeling of vword comfort: An Aral guide witiv o white
horse way waiting to- escort uy to- Cap Serrot and o stort way
made withe the horse carrying all the cooty and myself: (Note
by Mike Gloster: Phil continunouwsly asked “Who wants to- ride
ow the horse?” but shhowed a marked diusinclination to- get off
of D). Led by the Growp Coptoin we had commenced owr tack
over grassy but this wos soon left belhind and sand made hard
gong especially for Choarlie wiro- more often Han not was knee
deep v sanmd. By reasow of his great height the Growp Captoin
was now- able to- set o hard pace withe Mike toaking two- steps to-
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everybody elselsy one. The writer, strred by school day
memories of the story of Joan of Arc, kept o frm grip on his
seat ow the aforementioned white horse untl foreibly removed
by Chorlie. The horse took one look ot Clharlie)s bulk and was
dustinetly heard too mutter “tHusy & U chaps’ After
considerabple deloy Ciharlie became horseborne and the hovse
wos sturred info- making an effort to- catchv up withv the main
porty. Withe much grumbling about strows breaking camels
bocks and union rates by the horse, the rest of the party were
overtaken just as they had chosen to- stop for a short rest: The
spot chosen by the Growp Captoin was an open piece of land
on o rue suwrrownded by bushes wihich could, and probably
A, harbowr in Hreir midst numerows ltolion soldiers: After o
short rest we continumed on our weary way, the horse was now-
v openn mounted rebellion I+ way on the second part of the
Jowrney thaet o solifory rifle shot was heord and the party's
nerves were very wmuchh seft on  edge We were funally
ntercepted by an RAF Regiment™ officer who came out of a
buwsihv behind ws, but not before we had paid off owr Arab
guide 25 francs for a 15 kilometre trek which had been
accomplished i 22 howrye This officer guided wsy along a
norrow track finally coming to- o halt by o large busihve The
aforesoid officer Hhen spoke to- e busiv wirich answered “come
i old boy, have o whisky” A porfion of the bwsh
duvsappeared leaving o smoll hole some 2ft acrossy and Hre
enture porty disappeared unto- the hole to- fund an armoured
cor n wirvithe way sittiing o RAF Squadvon Leader withv a

21 The RAF Regiment contingent guarding the AMES (ground-based radar) Station at Cap Serrat from 04 February to
05 March 1943 was No.2721 Squadron. Surviving records are filed at AIR 29/76/4. Original document — requires
TNA Readers Ticket to view.

Page 30 of 72 pages



An annotated transcript of UK National Archives document AIR27/1520.

magnificent ginger beard. In hiy left hand he grasped o bottle
of whisky, wn the other a telephone. The Fidvwrer was rodiant
omde lmmediotely proceeded to- ring wp The Sultan of Sopley*
otherwise known as The Prince of Bone.

“We had only just settled owrselies in this leafy abode
when a Juw.88 proceeded to- fly over the area, apparently seeing
notihung of what was going ow

“The whole of the day was spent at the Cop: I the
ewening o vustE wos made to- the Ughthowse where F/Lt
Priestley woy doing his stuff withe the Gubbing™. Several
unferceptions were seen, uwnforfunatfely wutvouwt suecess:  After
dimner o visit was paid to The Prince of Béne and o
conference held wien U wos decided to- evacuate the secref
equipment and the Technical Wallahs: We left the Cap Hrat
nght in an assaudt landing craft withv 3 Frencih soldiers
(jured). They had been fighting very hard ot Monopole, now
i the hands of the Wops® . The Haliansy were only 3 milesy
from the Cap when we left: We finally made Taboarko 7% howr
ofter down where we sfayed the nwight after an affernoon of
swimming  and  sunbathving. Owr retuwrn foo Macdonald
commenced the following doy. Growp Captoin Atcherley was
left at Copp Serrot, contemplating attacking the Wops for whom
he obviowsly has very Lttle regord as soldiers.”

22 74440 Squadron Leader John Laurence Brown, MBE, senior GCI Controller.
23 At the time, RAF slang for radar equipment.
24 Derogatory term for Italian forces.
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Durung the fust Hwee monthy of the year there have
been several changes amongst the types: New, and often low,
types hove arrived from England. Voariowsy members of the
Squadron hare deported for new, and we hope happy hunting
grounds. The diarust hasy to- confess to o somewhat lengtivy
period of finger trouble. I+ has been noticed that few of these
changes have been recovded, an omission which the writer
hastens to- amend.

P/0O Sprowle, o Canadion, jouned wy 1.1.43
P/0 Kench, left 16.1.43
P/0O Greenland : Thas collection of 'boozy' types

P/0O Gowchner : (portiendorly Dick Gowehrer)
F/O Thasrp ! arrived on 16.1.43

F/0O Brook

P/0O King

F/O Phillips rejouned ws on that daete also: He had
hung on i England ay long asy possible. Were there
special reasony for his sudden Uiking for Nortiv Africa?
Another exceedingly low type v F/O Compbell
arrived 28.1.43. Hius R.O. F/O Bullotk iy not guite so
Low=

On 20.2.43 “The Menace’’ (F/O Haggls Henry) Lleft for

4351 AA Flyght: Thw posting v purely o paper entry
since Hamisihv continunes to- haunt Macdonald.

February 21% found wy inflicked with o further batch
of boozy aircrew types:
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Owr Anguy F/Lt Horne quickly proved his ability to-
stoy the cowrse ot the bar. Hu R.O. F/Lt Reggie Browne,
uncvdentolly an old member of the Squadron from Coltishall
days, hos also- proved himself no- mean second.

Messry Donvey, Street and Moss, 3 F/Oy of the guieter
type, honve since displayed an ablity to joun the gatiherings at
the “Hole”’ cocktoil bor.

The posting of F/O Wynzar on 23.2.43 iy a big loss to-
the Squadron. No- longer sihhall we be able to- refer to- Ronnie as
the reason for a prolonged stay in Alglers: P/0 Incendiary

O'Sullivan has since made a noble effort to- ocenpy He Wynzar
pedestal but ot the time of writing the darist has a suspicion
thot Kevin s Losing s grip:

On Mowrcih Hhe 8™ S/L Player AFC [sic — should say DFC] wos
promoted to- Wing Commander and gwen Command of Hre
Squadron. Owr Fidhwrer, Wing Commander Kelly, was posted to-
NWACAF. We wish Hie Fidarer good ek in hisy new position,
ond many guick and jolly rownds.

W/Codr Ployer's appointment to- Commanding Officer
wos celebrated in our wsumal style. The last two surviving
Colonely of the 18" (Colonelsy Cox and Greaves) deemed the
otcasion tmportant enoughv to- bestow upon the WinCO tHe
exceedingly highv honowr of appoiuntment to- he Honorary rank
of Fleld Morsihal. The new Fleld Marsihal way presented witiv
hiy boton. In a short speecih he referred to- the past glories of
the 18"
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On the 11" Sandy left for the UK and on te same
evening P/O Street added o Jw88 to- the Sguadrons Ust of
s,

Marciv 16™ goawve ws the opportunity to- welcome two-
Honiley'ites when F/O Leppord ond P/O0 Houghton orrived

from 96 Sguadiron.

Most of Marciv has been spent hatthing new plans for
Height Mwrders Ine. The Sguadron has settled down with
Field Marshhal Player as owr Leader.

Softball hay been adopted as a Squadron game but owr
Sotcer tacties have been reverseds  In this American versiow of
our “Roundery’ the Adjutant diusguises himself ay a spectator
but actunally tokes port i Hhe game.

On Mavch 20" F/L+ P. D-W was promoted. to- the rank
of Squadron Leader. It was generolly agreed that the “Su”’
shouwld be wsed merely ay o prefix to- “Peter’”. It s expected
that uwlbtumotely the full HHe will be “Swr Peter Dunning-
White DFC of Duzerville and Bougle’’. Anywwny, good sihow
Peter.

On March 22" the writer, accomponied by Incendiary
O'Sullivan, proceeded to- Algiery on Welfare Duties: Ronnie
Wynzar was found, gracing the front of the AleHi*®
Unfortunately work prevented the wriuter from enjoying the
pleasures of Algiers to- the full but o guick “check wp’’ way

25 This is a reference to the Hotel Aletti, since renamed the Hotel Es-Safir.
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made of the voritousy spoty frequented by membery of the
Squadron on visity to- He city. In spife of the variows crude
smggestions made by The Mwrfin the writer sty that his
marriage vows are st unbroken.

The following photograph is not part of the original document:

The magnificent Art Deco interior of the Hotel Aletti, Algiers, built in
1930. The building also housed the Municipal Casino. Date of
photograph uncertain, probably pre-1939, from the collection of
Bernard Venis. Insensitive modernisations have since destroyed the
uniformity of style of the original building and its décor.

Back ot Séf the Sguadron's new plans were
meanwhile getting well under way. S/L ElUot, Johwn Lewis,
Dick Gowcher, F/Sgt Lancashive had passed on the
unformation about uintruding thet they had gathered uin Hus

Page 35 of 72 pages



An annotated transcript of UK National Archives document AIR27/1520.

trip to- Malto:  If Johun Lewis can be believed, Hen S/L Eliots
efforty at Maltn were up to- the high standard set by the lowest
types wv the Squadron. Those wio know the Squadron will
appreciote the full significance of tive foregoing.

During the latter port of March, Wlbwr hay deseloped
o portiality for mbibing champagne in large gquantities
Maybe he has some exense, shharing his tent as he does witiv
the Adjutont: Colonel Cameron Cowx has embarked on a new
compaigw, being entrusted with organising some of the details
of owr new campsite. Hu well known serounging ability will,
Ut 5 hoped, resudt in at least a comfortable Latrine.

Once again the Sguadron'y resources hove been
scottereds for and wide:. Bougle B sl “going strong” wirilst
another detochwment has moved info- Bone: I+ s from thisy
‘drome that owr arcrews confunune Hhewr work.

F/O Oswold has left ws beng wmedically wnfik
Congrotwlotions to- F/L Horne on being promoted S/L.
Unfortunately b means trat we lose him and hiy RO F/Lt
Browne as they have been posted to- 600 Sqguadiron.

One low type wiro- has been a frequent visifor to- the
Squadron during the last few weeks 1y one Derek S/L Foorde. It
has been owr prvilege and pleaswre too make him
«“ ? on more Han one occasion:

There hove been other changes w the mesy
arrongementy during the montn. Pot took over the job of Mess
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Secretory. Unfortunately as soon ay he had complefed
arrongements for sending money home mess fees were reduced
to- 5 francs:

On March 27% Kevin Left for Algiers to- change owr
flm:  Hisy return will be noted in due course. 28" The
Adjutant deported for Bone to- hold a pay parade.. He iy also
expected bock. The “affaire Kobbaire” sl provides the post
ops withv an excuse to- go-to- the A.P.O. daily.

The Adjutont arrived back just 24 howrs later than he
was expected (officially). On March 30" Mike Gloster. Hoaring
heard tHhat we might wear drill on April 1%, decided Hrat Hhe
time had come for him o shed his winter coat: The barber
was therefore colled wnw and after Mke had removed hiy collar
golden curly

Aprib 1% Colonel Cows Plan ‘A’ has now been put
numerows boxes and kit bags of old days, knoww as kit, hare
storted to- migrate to- owr new camp sife. P/O Sexton has been
so- bewuthed and bewddered that U hasy been guife a sumple
motter for an alrmoan to- enjoy o meal at the new sife and also
reaciv e old sife and claam o second meal there.

April 2™, Camerowsy Plan 'A' s stll working. The

wmal rowtine, the same old moans: The wrifer b worried
Owr new camp sife s within walking distonce of the office. No
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more sholl | be able to- groon abowt travnsport: The biuyg trouble
elusive 1Sewt (not thhe FUght Commander's, | wowldn/t dare).

April 3™ It s with deep regret that Hhe writer has to-
record that Geoff Humes and Johnny Sayer hove not returned
from last night'y intruding. We shall be thinking of them botr
and hoping they are OK.

At last Kevin hay managed to- get back from Algiers:
His story s wortiv recording as U may be of value to- future
vsitory to- that city. He arrived in Alglers on the Sotwrday, but
too- lote to- change the film: On Sunday the American Special
Services depot was closed, and by Monday morning Kevin was
confined to- iy bed with a cold n his tummy. That'y his story
— and hely stieking to- U

April 4", Owr camp ot Macdonald s beginning to-
assmme the forlorn and deserted aiv of Hompstead Heativ after
o Bonk holiday. Ringmasters Cox and Wright are gradually
cooing the menagerie unfo- thewr new guartery ot Ain Arnat:

April 5. F/0 Cracknell hasy managed to- obtoin the
wse of a three ton lorry. The fact Hhat he had to- move tHre
Intelligence Office wos o reasonable enough excunse. Anyone
knows U would take a thwee ton lorry, or most of Ut to- move
the Crocknell Kt Remembering the amount of room this kit
oceupied on the boot, the writer was surprued to- see U go- on
one lorry. However, by kind consent of the Intelligence Officer
Huys diarist was permitted to- balance his own kit on the tail
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boord and thuws we proceeded to- Ain Arnet: This evening we
held owr furst cimema show i the new camp: Owr latfe
Fitharer™® visited ws for breakfost this morning and later gave us
o demonstrotion of his famowns sewmi~cirevdor toke-off

April 6™, It would appeor that by tonight our move is
amost complete.  The “bull’ factory has opened wp in an
adjoining freld. The office trader has also- moved and wn
positloning thuy the Adjutont has sihown a certoin amount of
cwnning. It i placed mudway between the tenty and owr
lwemrouy latrine. Showld e Adjutant require someone for o
stooge job he v well sifnated on o main traffic rowte.

One noticeable fact about the move o Hhe foct Hhat Sr
Peter comveniently found a job to- take him well awany from
proceedings. This cunning wowld not howve beenw so- apparent
had Sir Peter not been so- careful to- leave hisy R.O. belhind to-
move their jount possessions. It iy to- be hoped that Kobbaire
found some consolation i being on hand to- recenve a small
pink envelope, bearing the Bone postmark, as soon as UF
arrued.

April 7% A guick and short doy with everyone
making o gallant effort to- level off the unteriorsy of their tents
and scoop owt drainage difeihes outside tHhem.

April 8" and 9™  The early pick and shovel
enthusiosm seemsy to- have died down. A slight rise in the
temperature has gwen scope for some original udeas on diess.

26 Here and hereafter, references to the “late Fiithrer” refer to Piers Kelly, one time CO of the Squadron. Kelly survived
the war; at no point should “late” in this context be interpreted as “deceased”.
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Hickman took an early lead in this brighter dress movement
Unfortunately he duplayed o somenwhat feminine tendency to-
change ot frequent infervals: During the space of two howry
the writer observed him furst swathed i a greew sk dressing
gown; next w shorty and shoes.  Later he donned a shirt and
local populace. On the 10™ tHhe writer whistled to- Alglers for
the pwrpose of changung o fum:. A quick jolly rownd un the
Brutol and an enjoyable lunciv ot the Aletti were sufficient
reasons to- howve delayed most people.  However, unlike tHie
Adjutant, this writer was able to resist the temptotion and
refurned to- Setf i the afternoon

The 11™ was a guietishhv day. Most of He airerews are
buwsily sunbativing. Led by Dr Strengtih-Through-Joy Brenwnan
they wander around w a stofe of semi—nudity. The
underlyuing motive v to- turn Hie skin a nice swarthy Halian
brown — a case of looking alhead, or the shape of things to
come?

April 12%. The Adjutant seems to- spend most of his
time flyumng. Dwuring last night friends Brook and Greenland
poid o visit to- Sardinia and left o present for the Fidwrer”'.
This present took Hre form of an old Frenchh photogroapiv
sutably amended to- represent the Fidwer and withv the
addition of some lewd remarks v German.

Today's “Local boy wmakes good’’ story concerns owr

27 This time it really is a reference to Adolf Hitler.
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the call to- partoke n o spot of air sea reseme work. This
columnist  pround to- bring to- these pages owr own Pat Murfun
to- tell wy the true story of his adventure. Ity all yowrsy Pat so-
fake Ut awny, but remember shhowld yow try to- get yowr own
bock — well, ay a solicitor, yow know the lawy of Wbel.

“ln response to- ao call from the “Groupery’ the Fidhrer
and the Masterly Manipwlotfor took off et 07.55 howrs to-
condunet o search for a Radio Nawvigator of 153 Sguadion
wiro- was v the drink somewhere NW of Alglers: At 08.15
howry F/O Street and F/Sgt Thomay took off closely followed
by F/O Humphreyy and Sgt Robertson (owr new
“discoveres’) to- assist the Fillhwer and o sguare searciv was
commenced. At 10.10 howrsy F/O Grohom witiv yours truly
as Wiy R.O. set off to- joun n the search and on arriving ot
the appropriote position were fortunate enouwgh to- report
the dinghy and Uy occupant at once. We proceeded to- orbit
and called wp the rest of Hhe hunt and F/O Humplreys was
furst to- arrive and spotted the dinglhy after we had lost b i
the sun on owr siuxtiv orbit:  After thuy the dinghy was
contunumally kept v sight wihnist the Fidarer sihvepherded the
or seo resevne lavnedv to- Hhe spot and the R.O. way fushed
owt at 11.00 howry wnier tire wotehful eyes of four Beaus
of 255.”

Thanks Pat:

The Awr Sea Resene adventure proved to- be the startung
gun for oo 48 howr period of uintense actwwity. Ow the night of
12/13% 'Govdy' Sprowle treated wsy to- his interprefotion of
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wtruding. After o rapud Cook's Towr of Decumomannw, Elmas
ands Vllacidro, Gordy flew up the Guif of Orustano and on
wntl he came to- the aerodrome at Alghero: I+ was o briliant
moonlit night and Gordy orbited tHre 'drome witiv his fingers
Jwst Uehing. To his undisguised delight for below he cowld see
one nice aircroft parked n a diupersal bay and foirly
adjocent 1o some beanwtiful hangers and  workshops
Unfortunotely for the Luftwaffe this son of Canada just loves
the fresiv air and hates the thought of poor mechanics being
cooped up i hangerse At the same tume there wasy not mueiv
pount ww hoaving a serviceable oireraft theree  The poor
mechanic wowld have nothing to- do- next day. After crusing
oround for 20 minwtes whilst he debated trese pounts, Gordy
evenfually stuck s nose down at 2,000t and for o spoce of
12 seconds (except when his thumb slipped off the 1H4)
proceeded to- growp canmnon shelly and machine gun bullets
nto- the aircroft and hangar roof.

On the morning of 13" April, wihhilst one or two- of our
mathematiciany were stll working owt the duwration of the
burst requirved to- melt the Browning gun, came the news Hrat
the Squadron were to- be gwen thewr fust chance of some
doylight work. The Huns were expected to- make a daylight
forpedo aftock on o convoy which was nearuing Algeers: The
task of the Sqguadvron was to- stop Hem

Red Section, comprising Wing Commander Player DFC
and the masterly manipuwlator (owr Freddie, Flight Lientenant
Lommer DFC); Squadron Leader HW.Elot DFC and Flyung
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Officer Borker; Colonel J Comeron Cox of the 18" and
Sergeant Madge, took off at 15.20, proceeded to- the patrol lLine
and proceeded to- potrol uwnhl relieved by Green Section

Green Section comprised F/O Mike Gloster DFC and
Honk, F/Sgt Wall;, F/O H K Hwmphreys and Sgt Robertson
Govrdy P/0O Sprowle and Sgt Awld:. This Secton took off 16.25
to- 16.35, arrived on potrol Une at 17.40 and commenced to-

potrol.

Blue section, withh F/O Dowg Greowves DFC and W/O
Robbing DFC; F/O Frankie Street and F/Sgt Thomas; P/O Kevun
(Incendiary) O'Sullivan and SgtWally Hood. took off ot 16.45.

Blwe 1 and 2 had just commenced to- patrol at 18.00
hry whhen Blue 2 san- a tight formation of 12+ enemy advrcroft
flying at SO feet coming from the east about 40 miles from
Sardinia. This formation consisted of Jw88'sy and He.l111's
Blue 1 and 2 oftacked from astern, keeping owt of range of
enemy machine gun fire. Blue 3 now arrived on the scene
ands went n to- afteck, doamaging one He.l1ll, black smoke
powring from U storboord engine. Blue Leader Hrought F
foolssiv to- attack un the face of the concentrated fure. It was
decided to- break wp the formation. Blue section then made a
storboord otftack in echelon. The enemy aircraft panicked,
broke formation and sorted too dimb, dropping 15-20
forpedoes: Blue 1 attacked 2 Junkery in turn. The first went
unfo- clondr witiv muche black smoke pourung from one engune
and iy claimed ay probably destroyed. The 2™ was attacked
from 250yds. Blue 1 followed uF v o turn guring deflection
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shoty and closed to- 150yds firing wntl ammunition was
exhawnsted:.  Retwrn fure wos experienced, one shell passing
thwrough e Nanvigator-Radio's cupola. Fire from the rear gun
ceosed before end of comboat: Thiy Jw88 dusappeared wntfo
cloud, Ut b claimed as damaged.

During the second combot Blue 2 told Blue 1 thaet he
was hit i the leg and that one motor had gone. He said he
was making for Bone ot sea level and asked Blue 3 to- follow
huw. Blue 3 searched ow vector 140° wuthowt result: Blue 2
has not returned.

Green Section had now completed Hre third leg of Hhe
potrol and sow several enewmy aircroaft making for Sardinio
After chosing a Junkersy whichh he cowld not overtake, and
seeing anotiver Junkery shot down by his No2, Green 1 sow
another aircroft aneoad wivichh turned rownd oy Uf to- get behind
him. Turning o lttle to- Starboord, Green 1 came un belund,
uentified the alveraft ay o Dos217 and fired a shhort burst at
200ydy ronge. The enemy aircroft took violent evasive action
Following for 1 minute Green 1 gone anotirer buwrst ot 200yds
after wirich the enemy aircraft went uintfo- the sea witv a splasin
and disappeared. This alrcroft i claimed ay destroyed.

Greenw 2 oftocked o Ju.88 flying at SOft v a nortih-
easterly directione The aircraft sow the Beaunfighter and
dropped a torpedo into- the sea. The Beaufighter followed at
290 MPH IAS*® but o minute later saw- another Jw.88 above
oand to- stoarboord. It turned to- port and then starboard n

28 Indicated Air Speed.
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towardsy the Beaw: Greew 2 gove o half ring deflection shot ot
400 yords then, pulling nose up, gove a long burst (again witr
all guny) intfo- the belly of Hhe aircroft wirichh dived towards the
seo. Greem 2 followed seeing red flasihes and flames extending
uwnder the whole lengtiv of the fuselage of tihe enemy aivreroft
wivehh crashed nfo- the sea.  This arcroft B cdaimed ay
destroyed.  Greem 2 saw that anothver Jug8 had tuwrned back
from the divection of Sardinia and attacked from starboord ot
the same level, gwing o long burst withv deflection at SOOft
range. Retwrw fire from the rear uwnderneativ gunner stopped.
The enemy aircraft went over to- port and turned very shorply
towardsy Beaunfighter wirich gave another short burst at 400ft
Green 2 contunned to- fure short bursts followung un direction of
Savdinio ot full boost: The upper rear gunner had now- got the
range withv cannon and Greenw 2 had to- take violent evasive
action. This enemy aircraft U claimed as damaged.

Green 3 offocked o Jw88 which jettisoned Uy
forpedoes when 8,000ft ahead. Green 3 went flat owt for 20
miles and closed to- 3,000ft AHempted to- fire from dead
astern, but guny faled to- operate. Whilst checking for foults
closed to- 2,000ft:. Aftempted to- fure several times withowt
resudt and gove wp chase. Tuwrned about and met 4 aiveraft
head on. ldentfified one ay o Ju88 ay U crasihed unto- the sea.
Alo sow o D0o217 slightly above and to- port:. The other 2
aircroft were Green 1 and 2 aftocking the Bandits

The enemy aircraft were camouflaged black on top,
dark and Lght green witiv red splashves underneativ
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Blue Section played an mportant part n the
engagement by otftacking the enemy un the face of heavy fire

Claims: 1 Jw.88 destroyed (Greew 2)
1 Do:217 destroyed (Green 1)
1 Jw.88 probably destroyed (Blue 1)
1 Jw88 damaged (Green 2)
1 Jw88 damaged (Blue 1)
1 He111 damaged (Blue 3)

Weather: Potches of 5/10™ cumunlng at 1,000 +o-
1,500ft Dufftendt to- see uinfo- sun owing
fo- haze.

In addition to- the foregoing a cloim of one proboable
has been submitted for Blue 2. Frankie Street was heard over
the R/T to- say [Blank, never filled in].

Al heard over the R/T from Green 3 “Yow
goddamned son of a bt

o further comment y necessary. We shhall missy Blue
2, bwt we shall go- on

The night of the 13™ gane one of our new crews an odd
spot of entertoinment over Sardimia. F/Lt Fox foumd a rownd
corwoy and promptly proceeded to- expend to- adivantoge o few
rounds of connon and machine gun ammunition.
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Most of the 14™ was spent in searching for Blue 2
wuthowt success.

April 15% wasy an eventful doy marking the birthday
anniversory of Sur Peter. There seemed to- be some doubt as to-
the exact date but Peter was sure i was either the 15 or 16™
He was also o Uttle bit hazy about his age; the wnearest
information that he could give being that he way the same age
as the WingCO. Thet gety ws nowhere. In the evening Peter
gone o porty ot the Homma Boths: It wos o terrific evening.
After an excellent meal Hie business of “toastsy’’ began and for
the next howr we were all bobbing up and down i owr seats.
Kobbaire spent most of the evening tryung to- creatfe o reserve
supply of drink. Ay soon ay he saw- a bottle un front of him he
corefully tucked  under the toble. Fortunately Wlbwr kept
an eye on Kobhoire and by frantie gestienlotion arranged for
someone on the other sude to- the table to- remove the bottles as
fost as Kobbaire put them trere, withv the resudt that two or
twee bottles were busily chasing themselves under and over
the table. Ow owr refurw fo- comp, and after he had prepared
for sleep, the wretthed Kobbaire decided to- go- for o ride on
Charliely Prude. It v o great puty that Puero could not be there
fo- see her Kobbaire cdad in pyjomas and bedroom slippers
coareerng around on o bieycle. Kevun meanwhidle had managed
to- produce some pretty good streamlining effects on Elmer's
bicycle: The process wasy o simple one and consisted of driving
a 15wt backwards and forwards over the bike.

On the 16™ Kevin et up a new record for speedy
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change of fulms. He did not 'take off untl nearly midday and
way back by 5.30pm on the same doy.

The 17" brought ws bad news when we heard that
Johnny Tharp and King were missing from an operational trip
from Maison Blancire.

Sunday 18" was a peaceful day.

Duruing the last few daysy we have said goodbye to-
severed famulior foces as voriousy crews leave for England for o
well earned rest from ops: They are Charlie HUL, Dowg Greanes
and iy R.O. W/O Robbing, Arthwr Woolley, [Blank space sufficient for

several more names, never filled in].

The night of 18"/14% was a suecessful one for the
Wing. 3 Destroyed, 1 Probable and 3 Damaged are results
wihiich are hardly likely to- encourage thhe Luftwoffe to- enjoy, or
shouwld one say attempt to- enjoy, the night Ufe of Nortr Africa
The Sguadron'sy contfribution was 3 Damaged over Sardinio
One by Sguadron Leader Hugh Eliot and 2 by the dreaded
Colonel Cow of the 18™. By this effort the Colonel hay clearly
shown that as the last surviving Colonel of the 18" in this
compoign he intends to- lead his Regument to- sl greater
compoigng ond greoter honours.

April 19" Using the excuse of replenishing owr
supplies, Squadivon Leader ElUot, accompanied by Yorkshive
Canadion Charlie Greenland, proceeded to Constantine and
the American Hospitol ot Hamma. They did get some beer. Swr
Peter retuwrned from Alglery thiuy morning and proceeded to-
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Bougle un e afternoon.

During the night 19/20™ we once again disturbed the
peace of Sardinia. F/O Dowey amd Phil (Lies) Kendall found,
some fun v shooting up trains. Owr RDF Officer Earl Elmer
Crowser had his second intruder operotional triyp: Knowing
Elmer's love for hiy sleep U v diffuendt to- believe thaet he doesy
keep amake ol thhe time.

20-24" April.  Colonel Cameron Cox wuwst be
uwnpopwlar wiuthv the heavenly bodies un charge of weoatirer
arrongementy i Nortiv Africo. Tony of woter haave been poured
onfo- our new camp sife and for these four days tHhe poor old
Colonel hasy plodded abouwt uin gumboots, his face growing
longer and more morose, his shhowldery vusibly bowung under
the added respovsibility of providing new roads and umproved
droinage. Otherwise the doaysy hove been guiet:  Incendiory
O'Sullivan has been to- Algiers by road, and refwrned on time.
Squadion Leader Eliot and Flying Offucer Greenland have
poid their second visit to- the 26™ General Hospital. The writer
fokes a dum view of thuy latter expedifion but has every
wtenflon of evening wp He score wituin He next 48 howry
The afternoon of the 24™ saw- the opening stages of the trird
Dunning-White Campaign. Conferences and consultotions
were the order of the day. Owr late Fidrer witihv iy customary
skl one the Kellyphone caunsed tie amazing organising system
of the 255% to- be put into- motion.

By 11.30 howry on the 25" April Sgt Shaw and
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various bodies were endeovowring to- stow nfo- one DC3*°
(provided by owr late Fidrrer) sufficient equipment to- fUl ot
least 3 of these aiveraft: Charlie Sexton and his entire signals
stoff had deported i one 1Sewt; and the wruter way standing
by witlhv a conwoy of 3 lorries, one bowser, one floodlight and o
goodly assortwment of ting, cans, tenty efe.

It was ot thisy moment Hhot one Angus Horne decided to-
fake some intferest in proceedingsy: He must be commended for
i polite, nay apologetic manner. Hearing tHhat we were
bound. for Monastir he genHy pointed owt that U wowld be
pountless for wy to- go- too:  From the unnotent look on Angusls
foce, as he remarked to- Peter <l donwt want to- be a spoil sport,
but..” the wriuter guite expected to- see wings sprowting from his
shadow at any minunte,

Thus ended the 3™ P.D-W campaign. However, more
plany ore being hatched.>

SHUW the 25™. Tomorrow morning the writer hopes to-
proceed on o duty run to- Ain Belda, Constantine, Hamma,
Philippevile, Djldjelli, Bougie and then home. I+ iy hoped to-
combine cypirer duties witihv o guick review of Hhie Sguadron'y
sotiod resources.  In the meantime the writer reluctantly hands
over to- Pat F/ Lt Murfin, the flyuing agutator.

[There follows an extended blank, ending near the foot of Side 2 of Folio 22]

29 Numeral omitted in the original. Unlikely to have been a DC2, more probably a C-47 Skytrain.

30 On 25™ April 1943 there were still German and Italian ground troops active in Tunisia between the Kasserine Pass
and Monastir. Thanks to Allied air supremacy one could fly from Sétif to Monastir in relative safety, but not travel
overland. Notwithstanding that the British First and Eighth Armies had linked up on 6™ April, the land battle in
Tunisia continued as Operation Vulcan and then as Operation Strike until the Axis surrender on 13™ May.
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The foregoing spoce wos reserved for Pot Murfun to- become
Marust dwring the absence of P/O Roker. Are we to- assume
that Pat'y report for these 3 days i thus usued un the form of o
“White Paper’??

The evening of the 28" found Hhe writer back at Ain
Arnat  Apart from getting lost once at Atn Beida, and once ot
Philippevile, the trip wos uneventful. These, and a Lot of low-
douwd were the contribwtory caunses to- o delay of 24 howry n
retwrning to- camp: A brief halt was made ot the 26™ General
Hospital where two- nuurses asked me to- connvey greetings to- S/L
Eliot and Charlie Greenland. Calling ot Tichy the writer was
U time fo- greet Tiny Bullotk on iy retuwrn from Bougle un the
3-tonner. Ay a pount of uwnferest Tuny was riding un Hhe back
and the foir Renée occupied the seat of honowr. Tiny looked
s best when he enfered the mess witihv a large bunc of
flowery i one hand and o bottle of champagne under his arm.
From the Remandet'y came wishes for Kobbaire and Pefaire,
also- e Wing Commander, his Adjutont, Wlbwr, Phillips and
Kendall.

29" April - 5" May. Rowtine days withe LitHe to
recovd. F/Lt Donald Roetbuck hay beew stoyuing witiv us and so-
for hos beharved as a gentleman. We now operate from
Paddington’ as well asy Béne.

The Adjutont accompanied the Wing Commander and
his mosterly manipulotor on e tryp to- Cap Serrat:. For once the
Adjutont arrived boack on schhedule but the credit for this s

31 A temporary airfield at Souk-el-Khemis.
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dune more to- the Wing Commander Hian Pat Owr first guiz
evening wos the chief counse of thewr refturn

Owr comp ot Bougie hay been toaken over by the Army
but UF & hoped that Hais does not mean goodbye to- Bougie and
the friends we have made tHhere

It wowld be well to- stort He montr of May withv o
sihvort summary of deportures ond new- arrivols.

P/0O Charle HU DFC hay left for o well earned rest:

[The remainder of Side 2 of Folio 23 is blank, leaving much space for entries that have never
been made. The substantive text recommences at the start of Folio 24 with an entry dated
May 20™.]

Moy 20™. Work and other oceupations have filled in
so- much of the wriuter's tume that Hhe ddary has been neglected.
During these thwee weeks the Nortiv African campaign hay
droww to- o close. 'Never o dudll moment Kendall pulled down
o Jus2, twereby gwing the Wing thewr century v Norti
Afriea. Ow the same evening Pl damaged anotirer. During
thiy perwod Pl has also sihot up a couple of aircraft landing
v Sardinios and obliged Phil Houghton by toking his gurl
friend home. Maybe Phil Houghton did not know thot her
hushond was ot home — maybe

it has been o montiv of dances. The Wing Messy gonve
one Hhws gwing Incendiary O'Sullivan the golden opportunity
for puting up o black. Thiy he achuered by wntroducing Awr
Vice Marxshal [Blank in original, no reference found in Wing ORB| fo- Pat
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Mwrfin. The big pont was that he untroduced him asy AVM
Lee~-Mallory.

Possibly the best story of the wmontlv comes from
Chorlie “Blg Licks’ Sexton. An armens dance woys orgonised
and v Hhe searcih for o set of jazz drums Hie writer, using LAC
Holl oy an interpretfer, eventfually secured thhe promise of o
loan from tre Fremch Army un Setf It was arranged to- collect
them the day before tHie dance. That day arrived and the
wrifer - “Cunning ____ he was’’ - persuaded Ciharlie to- do- the
collecting.

When Charlie had calmed down he deseribed his visit
un fluent ‘air foree.

After sihaking handy withe all and sundry he had been
asked to- wait n an office. Fifteen minutes later there was o
knotk on the door which wos opened and there entered one
druwmmer, complete withv drume  The fact that the said
motter had been treated ay one of umportance. In hiy full
regalio, withv drum and trappings cleaned to- perfection, the
ruwmmer way ready to- deport withe Charlie. When thingsy had
been more or less straightened owt, and varwous other
Frenchvman drown wnto- the ducwssion, a further period of
wating wos requested. By now Charlie way prepared for the
worst and from his story b seems he nearly got vk Affer
onother howr of waiting there come to- his eary the dustont
sound of martial musie: The Frenclhvmen, witiv one accord, rose
to- theiwr feet and flung open the windows, exclauming as they
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M so- “They come!”. To Charliey dismay o full militory band
marched onto- the barrack square. They were led by a
resplendent Drum Maojor, wlldly wouaring e large mace to- wirich
was Hed a red flag.

S Peter's famows words “This i the end” must have
Foshed Hwouwgh Charlie's mind. However, tf 5 all well that
endsy wellk The drums were borrowed and thie dance wasy o
sueeess, much to- the chagrun of F/O Darey.

May 20™ sees the Sguadron once again on the move.
The dreaded Colonel has been awoy for some dayy
nanguroting the new campoign. Soon we shall howve said
goodbye to- Setif and moved to- anotirer hunting ground.

Moy ended witiv He Squadron scattered for and wide
over Nortihv Africa. During the first four days at Sebala™ Val
Phillips got one confurmed, “nerer a dudl moment’ Kendall got
yet anotirver and the dreaded Incendiary O'Sullivan two- i one
night

Towards the end of tHie move tHre Adjutont and the
nto- the Wing mess. One very enjoyable feature of the stay was
o football mafehh held un the mess: The game commenced at
Tawm and did not end until the Wing Dot had wireeled away 2
or 3 casumaltiess No record of the score way kept buwt sin
wuwndowy were defunitely confurmed [presume word “broken” omitted from
original] andl \/\/w»g Commander Padoby Green swsfoined o rwu,y

32 Read as Sebala II. This huge airfield complex near Tunis was sub-divided into Sebala I and Sebala II.
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beauntiful black eye.

Somenhere about May 31" Hhe darist packed a Lot of
ridge tents and the Adjwtant into o Beanfighter and sow- tHhem
deport for Sebhala. The following morning the last remnants of
the Squadion equipment and one week's supply of NAAFI goods
Left Setif for owr new hnting ground.

This record of the Sguadron's activities s compiled
from the Adjutant's diary and the writer's memory. Strange as
U may seem, Hhe writer did do- o foir amount of officiol work.
The cypher office wos situated some 9 miles from tHie ‘drome,
thws wiven the poor cypher officer was wnot on duwty he was
elther gong to- or coming from

After o brief revue of the aforementioned Adjutant's
Mary | howve no hesifotion i awarding to- F/Lt Mwrfin tHie
trovellers medal for ground officers

On June 15" our Signalsy cum Missing Officer F/O
Charlie Sexton was posted to- Lampedusa.

Thursdoy 17" June was o red letter day. The whole
Sqguadron paraded ot Sebalo | to- welcome HM The King.

Friday 18" The popwlar W/0 BUL Parish left us to- go-
to- No=2 Base Area Pool.

Sunday 20" June brought news of commissioning of
F/S Hank Wall, F/S Jack Talbot and Sgt Jimmy Hoodl
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On 24" June Wing Commander Player and F/L+

Freddie (masterly manipulator) Lammer pushed the score up
by one when they disposed of one of Musso's Cont 1007's.

On Sunday 27" we had the bad ek to- lose F/Sgt
Ernie Scroggs wio crashed neor Sétf: He was buried at Sétif,
S/L Duwnning-White and F/Sgt lzowsky being present>>

Wednesday 30" June was the occasion of the Officers
Dance ot Belvedere Casino: Nick Gowcher gonve a neat disploy
of footwork. Phil (Chaser) Houghton if was noticed dids not
exoctly woste the evening.

S/L Eliot and the Masterly Manipulotor missed the
dance. By waysy and means botiv deviousy and cunning Hrey
had contrived to- visit England. They told ws Uttle of Hhis visit
but Hhe writer would hazord a guess thoet Hheir brown knees
consed no- Wttle amount of heart flutter amongst the WAAFy
when they landed ot Biggun HUL>*

| see that the Adjutant has an entry “Adj indisposed’’
agoinst July 1. Poor show for the morning after.

On the wight 2™/3™ July Sgt Griffiths and Sgt
Hlliard crasihed. Sgt Griffiths was killed: Sgt HUliard badly

Monday July 5% marks the retwrn of F/O0 Jummy
Ward, fully recovered from the effects of hWis crosih ot SEHf I+

33 Subsequently exhumed and re-buried in a CWGC War Cemetery, in line with the 'grave consolidation' policy.
34 In fact, this flight's first landfall in the UK was at RAF Chivenor.
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olso- gwesy the furst chance for some of owr men tfo- vult the
ENSA show in Tunis  In the evening we were successful in

6™ July sees Hhe opening of another Dunning-White
campaign when Peter and Kobbaire leave for Monastir to- get
415 Sguadvron operational’™.

July 9™, We howe to- compliment Bob Graham on his
promotion to- Acting Squadiron Leader. Congratwlations too go-
to- P/0Os Lewis and Horley on Hheir suecess un shhooting down a
Cont 1007B. Sguadron Leader Peter Dunning-White DFC
leanves wy for England, Home and Beawnty. What o porty. In no-
fime now Peter wll be feaching the wnhabiutanty of the
Berkeley to- do- the oompair and how to- send rockets:

Great excitement and speclotion on Soturday 10™.
Furst news of Hhe unwvasion of Suely.

Liewtenantsy Bugge and Bjorn left wy to- rejounr 604
Squadron on the 12" and on He wight of 12/13 F/O0 Killer
(never a dull moment) Kendall and P/O Jack Tolbot had the
misfortune fo- crasiv. They were bothv injured and. taken to- 97%
General Hospital.

On Sunday 18" Mike Gloster, Bob Doaey, Colonel
Comerow Cox, Warrant Officers Whithy and Biggs left ws for o
well earned rest:

Tuesday 20" brought us to- the Alrmens dance. It wos

35 Refers to 415™ Special Operations Squadron, USAAF, newly arrived in Africa and flying Beaufighters at the time.
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for too- ot for normal folk to- dance but great work was done at
the bar where an ample supply of beer, wine and frut cup
wos aply dispensed by LAC Wilkens and. Corporal Thompson

Wednesday we achierved owr 2™ quiz  evening,
Thwrsday the 7% edition of Beanw Gen was published, on
Friday F/Sgt lzowsky carried owr discussion growp evenings o
stage further by gwing an nferesting talk on Freedom and
Demotrocy and the week wasy rouwnded off on Sotwrdoy when
the finaly of the Aiurmens darts towrneys were helds  F/LE
Murfin presented tive prizes (not on a commission basis).

By July 25", withv 5 monthy to- go- for Christmas, we
were thunking of fresiv flelds and pastures news

On July 27" Squadron Leader Eliot flew to- Sicily to-
gve the 'dromes the “once over’. The same evening the second
Alrmenty dance way held. Corporal Johwmston (pay A/Cs and o
friend of Hre Adjutant accordingly) enlivened tre proceedingy
by endeavouring to- teacih the Frencih lassies the highdland fling.

July 28" samr Loty of new crews arrive. They were:

[Blank space, never filled in]

On July 29™. Sguadron Leader John Arnshby arrived
to- fake [presume words “command of” omitted from original] ‘A’ FUglht: Goroy
Sprowle left for duwty witiv Calibration flight

July 30™. A very pleasant evening woys spent ot the

Max Doll in Tunis wiere S/L Eliot Hwew a party to soy
foremell too Wing Commander Player and the Masterly
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Manipwlator before they left for England for a well deserved
rest:

July 317 The party was continuned when o sing-song
wos held i tHhe Aurmenty mess. A funal touche i Hhe business
of bidding “bon voyage’’ to- our popwlar CO and his back seoter
was gwen when S/Sgt Cameron and P/O Hood finisihed off a
Jw88 40 miles Nortiv of Palermo:

On Auwgust 1% Wing Commander Player and Flight
Liewtenant Freddie Lammer left for Algliers and no- sooner had
they gone than the Sguadron cord champ come and uinformed
the wriuter thet he was to- leave for Stelly i approximately one
howr. A rother hectic porty the night before had left the
writer witiv o slght hangover and he took a dim views
However there was a rother stern look uin the Adjutont's eyes so-
odded by one pint of Andrews™ and 4 Aspirin the writer
began to- pack. The adventures wirich befell the advance poarty
may be told later. For now we will contunue witihv He “gew’

Following the WinCO, F/L Compbell, F/Oy O'Sullivan,

Bullotk, Gowcher, Kane and F/Sgt Hood commenced their
Jowrney home.

S/L Eliet DFC wwns promoted Wing Commander and
assumed command, of the Squadron.

Tuesday 3™, F/0 Greenland stifehed another ring on
to- become senior R.O. F/O Huwmphwreys and F/S Robertson

36 Andrews Liver Salts — A proprietary remedy for indigestion and, in overdose, a laxative.
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bagged anotiver Ju.88.

For Wednesday 4% | see o small screed about the
Orderly Room marquee being token down. The sereed uncludes
sue infermissions asy “(B_g deadly)”. | donwt know what that
means,

There followed one or two baseball games but wno
resulty ave given (I suspect we lost) and on the night of 6/7™
Ginger and Stan cloimed a Ju.88 damaged.

Saturday 7" Auqust

Notificotion receined from AM®’ Hiot the Adjutant F/LF
Muwrfun wos the fotiher of twing — one boy, one gurl

Hi-yo Champ:

August 8™ Former Giles and. F/Sgt Drake eliminated
one Cont 1007 b

Monday a%. In the evening a flm show: Townrds the
end of the fum wutructionsy were receined for movement of the
Squadron. Ol boy what a flap: However, by working all
night the jobp was done and in the morning Wilbwr'y Laddies
settled doww for o couple of howry well earned rest:

After a normal reveide ot 05.00 howrs on 10" July [sic
— should read 10" August] andl o morning of gatherung wp the variows

37 Air Ministry.
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oddy and endsy the main party of the Sqguadron wihHr F/LF
Wibwr Wright and F/Lt Pot Mwrfin left for Arizona’™ ot
14.00. By thuwy tume Hre wruer was comfortably settled at
Bo- Rizzo; thinking occasionally (withe o cerfain amount of
sotUsfoction) of the joys of Arizona and the tediows business of
coaxing vehicles on to-an L.S.T.”’

It appeary Hhat Wlbwr and. Pat spent one night in the
staging camp, going on board LST 325 on Wednesday 117
This dMarut takes o dim view of the expression “up withv the
crock of downw’’ wsed i Hhe Adjutont's ddary. He never heard
the daww crock.

The Sguadron wos UL maintoining night readiness ot
Sebala.

Thursday seems fo- have been spent in weighing the
anchhor but no record of the weight has been entered un thre
ricial bool

One good story, not ncluded n the oft-mentioned
book, 5 the one of the wnciudent when, whilst Wlbwr was
superinfending the londing of the dup an Amerwcan naval
officer drove up un a Jeep: He was promptly told where to- take
the Jeep: Later, when the Squadronws velhicles were all safely
stowed the American nowvol officer wasy allowed by Wlbwr to-
pork his Jeep in o small space for which the Sguadron had no-
wse. It twrned owt afterwards thaet the officer was merely
coptoin of the ship:

38 A shoreside transit camp, occupied prior to embarkation on LSTs for the sea crossing to Sicily.
39 Landing Ship Tanks.
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Whilst Wlbwr and Pat were busy weighing the ancihor
F/L Fox and P/0O Pryor, bwsily geHing on with tHhe war,
dsposed of one Cont 1007 b-

The complicated business of weighing tHhe anchor was
complefed on Satwrday 14% and ot last Hhe LST was able to
sail.

Sunday 15", LST 325 steamed info- Palermo and
Wilbwr took over from Hie skipper.

For Monday 16™ | see the following entry: “I+ s
believed tHrat we were some of the first Britshv seen by the
people un thuy area’’. | object: They were second.

The time has come when | can reasonably toke over.
At approximately 14.30 hry on 16" August we heard Hhe
Adistont roowr of the Flaming Snipe. At 15.30 we were greeting
the Adjutont withv o nice “cup o tea’.

Tuesday 17" Awng saw o pretty demonstration of
formation flying when 18 Beaws arrived Lled by Wing
Commander H. Elot DFC. The Adjutant did remark to- the
writer “What o pity they did not come over in formation’”’ but
he wos just being catty becaunse he way not witiv them,

Friday 20" the Orderly Room staff provided 40 Lire to
buy Dianae Lesley Murfin, Dudley Johvn Murfin'™ and Susan
Joy Cracknell some socks: I+ v not known whethver Hwus

40 Baby's forename corrected from the original on the basis of entry in GRO Births Index for Sep.Qr.1943.
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subseription was voluntary or made via the bridge taple.

Sotwrday 217 sow the departure of the Adjutant for
Palermo- and the writer to- Tunis

The night of 22/23 gove ws yet another victory when
Former and F/Sgt Droke shot down one Jw88 and probably
destroyed another. Tiger Leppard and Phil Houghton added
their guota by also- disposing of o Jun.88 Hre same night

On the 23" we had the misfortune to- Lose Sgt Lennards
[sic — should say Flight Sergeant] ond Sg‘f’ Rostoll wiro- were killed wiren
their machine croshed into- o Wil retwrning from N.F.T.

Friday 27"  F/Lt Sprowle ottached on Calibration
dutiey had the mufortune to- lose an aireraft which ways shot
down by an American Spitfure Sguadron S wmilesy East of
Scopello:  The puUot F/S Waddell and his passenger F/Sgt
Noonan were killed.  F/Sgt Noonon wwos the plot of a
Wellingtonw whicihh made o successful forced landing ot tihe
‘drome the previous night

Satwrdoy 28" we received our first mail since leaning
Novth Africa.

Sunday 29™. The first real rain for some montrs
Greot fun by variows foxy types wiho managed a sihower bathv
Awr Ve Moarshal Sr Hughh Pughe Lloyd, Awr Commodore
Kennetiv Cross and Alr Commodore Scorlett—Streotfeilld™ visited
ws for luncin.

41 James Rowland Scarlett-Streatfeild (note the unusual spelling of Streatfeild, corrected from the original).
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Night 29/30™. One SM.84 destroyed by Val Phillips
and F/Sgt Dennis Pollard.

F/Lt Mwrfin con now have his diary back.

Whilst e main body of the Sguadion were engaged
Corporalsy ond 15 men wos busly fulflling the function of
Advance Party. These duties were not completely withowt some

We departed from Sebala with great wrgency on
August 1% and arrived at Arizona to- find Hiot no—one Hhere
had ever heard of use A period of shunting followed and we
aternotely found ourselves ot the head of an Amerwcan convoy
and completely absorbed by two- AMES™ unity engaged in the
some postime.  After theee days, chaoy became order and we
eventually left Arvzona ot 01.00 hry on Thursday. | don't
think anyone really wnderstood how we got on the boat The
main point B that we didi Everyone fook a dim view of the
shiplsy rolling capobilities but we arrwed ot Palermo witn
everyone ow their feet: Owr 3-tonner way furst ashore, and we
set wp the record of being the furst comvoy wnto- Palermo- and
the first RAF Sguadron to- land Hrerec We arrived ot tHre
stoging comp ot 10.15 the same night after o rotirer hectic
convoy throwgh Palermo: The following morning the wrifer
vuited 1 Alr Defence Wing and had o tolk to- Major Lichens
Once these formalities had been completed no time way Lost in

42 Air Ministry Experimental Station — cover name for ground-based radar installations.
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getting on the rond for Bo- Rizzo: During the first afternoon we
became entangled with a large American conwvoy. This
componsonshuip lasted ay for as Alcomo where Hie connoy
became entirely disorganised. The writer, driving the Flat
was toding along belhind a number of Jeeps wihvch followed a
most deviouy cowrse thwrough the town

The 3-tonner was nowhere in sight but the diarist
entferfoined great hopes Hhat b was following closely belhnd.
His surprise was therefore greot wien, emerging from Alcamo,
the Jeeps disappeared in a clowd of dwst and in Hieir place
the 3-tonner loomed up going n Hre opposite direction. After
Hus U wos decided to- forsake the protection of the larger
corvoy and trovel alone. We comped at o farm for the night
ond arrived ot Bo- Rizzo at 10am on Sunday 8™. A temporary
comp waos chosen and o scounting expedifion organised. Colonel
LittHe of 814 Engineer Battolion informed tHre writer that the
‘drome would be ready by 18" August, Hhis date being just 5
doys later than the date giwen by Major Lichens: Thiy
nformation was conveyed to- Colonel Stone of 1 ADW with a
request for supplies of petrol, oll, ammo and oxygen to- be
ovoilaple by Hrot dote. On Monday the pukka comp site was
chosen and work commenced on the various bils: Dupersals
were examined and o o stoked. Arrangementy were made
withy No:5 Sguadron and 15" Fighter Control for these
Aduspersals to- be reserved and the airfleld on either side of the
runwoy groded.

On Tuesday 10™ we were visited by a F/Lt Sexmowtiv
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wio- informed the wriuter thaet the Squadion were going to- use
Costelvetrano airfield withv effect from that night and unlike
the field at Bo- Rizzo it was ready. | gotirered that Hie advance
porty wos expected to- get cracking and provide a flare potin
party efe.

Thws information wasy gwen at 1 oclock and ot 2
o'clotk o stort was made uin the 3-tonuner. F/Lt Sexmowtiv had
unformed me that there was a perfect flare potiv and Chance
Ught at Costelvetrono and that o “homer” and all supplies
had been laid on.

Arriving ot Costelvetrano at 1600 hry we were greeted
by F/Lt Sexmowtiv (he having flown over i o Piper Cub). Hu
perfect flare potiv consisted of a collection of red near-
boundoary Ughty and o few boxes of wswlatory. The Chance
Lighty were there and appeared to- be OK aport from the fact
thet there way no- power to- Light them. When questioned about
supplies of petrol Sexmowtiv airily pointed to- a Yankee grader
and soid “olv — see those chaps, they have petrol’. I+ took guite
o while to- make him understond there wasy some difference
between a Beawnfighter and a grader and Hrot different petrol
would be requirved. After an howr of fruitless discussion thiy
the followung: fund a power plant; get a Jeep, fund some petrol,
procwre an ambuwlance and o crosiv tender and get the ‘drome
operoflonalc

The next 3 days were spent wihistling backwords and
forwards between the two ‘dromes. The variousy wstructions
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had been ummediately forgotten but withv owr own flare pativ
the 'drome was made ready un case of emergency. Needless to-
soy no Beanfiyghter ever wsed the 'drome due possibly to- the
foct thaet they did wnot know that U coudld be wsed: Ay
Sexmoutiv saud when asked to- uinform the CO of what wos
happening “It's got nothung to- do- withv .

On the morning of the 16™ Grahem landed of
Bo- Rizzo- and informed the wriuter that the remainder of thre
Squadron would be over on the following morning and that
Wilbwr and Pat had been left for some days:

That afternocon tHie main comvoy arrved and the
following morning the Beaufighters and tHie remainder of Hhe
ground crews turned up in DC3's*>. At last 255 was safely ot
rest ot Bo- Rizzo- aerodivrome.

Sept 5™, So- for this montiv has been uneventful. The
Marust hay had o 4-day towr of Hhe uland covering 600 miles
W searchv of booze. The searcihh wasy wnsunccessfuls  Farmer
Bastille Gues has made several abortive expeditions but does
not appeor to- gother muchh booty. Owr messing officer John
Fox, keeping his funger owt as wsunal, hay provided wsy with
some very good foodl.

F/Lt Mwrfun and F/O Sid Cracknell (Hhe Burminghom
from the over-worked and wnider-paid Orderly Room stoff:

43 Again, more probably C-47 Skytrains, the military derivative of the DC3 civilian airliner.
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Dot Atabrine® Reeves doily poisons owr woter and binds Like
buggery exvery evening abowt shorts and Atobrune.

6" September. Owr Dot hasy already scraped
acguointfonce withe nuwmerows other low fypes Variows
Lootenantsy and Captoing of the 56 Medical Battolion USA
hove been initlated to- the sobriety of the mess. They visut us
freqguently and fortunately the Dot can periodically find
exeuse to- proceed to- 56™ Med Biw at Costelomare.

7. A wmoderately guiet day. Night 7/8" Former
Bastille GuUesy and Maowrice Eskimo- Nell Drake disposed of o
Do:217.

8%, The start, we hope, of loty of fun: Ialy has
surrendered uwncondifionally. Thaet'y a good show but we sl
hove to- pushv the Hun out of Holy. An bnvasion fleet iy on Uy
woy to- Naples, and owr job v to- gwe them night protection.

Night of 8"/a™. Pat and Hie writer, Jummy Waord and
the horrible Doc whwstle down to-..
[At this juncture one finds the start of Folio 31 in the original. The text hand-written on Side
1 of Folio 31 clearly belongs elsewhere, reciting in duplicate as it does events at Sétif several

months earlier. It is not transcribed here. Side 2 of Folio 31 is blank. This transcription re-
commences at Folio 32 Side 1.]

..'B' Fught to- greet the furst potrolc The news w good.
Sgt Hale and Sgt Cooper have pushed down a Heinkel He.111.
Phil Brook and Chorlie Greenland followed closely behind
withy & Jw.88 and a UWiHe later Joe Berry and Jan Watson

44 Trade name for the drug quinacrine, at the time used for the treatment of intestinal worms and for malaria — the latter
both by way of prophylaxis and treatment.
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followed withv another Jug88. In the early howry of the
morning Tiger Leppord and Phil Houghvton refurned withv yet
anotiver Ju.88 to- the Sguadrony credit:

In Hhe excitement of recording soo many sucecesses the
writer hay omitted to- record two fires in 'A' Flight The
afternoon of the 7% saw 'A' aircrew morquee disoppeor in o
dound of smoke and flame. The wnfortunate writer had the
tosk of doing the bwestigotion and sy now wondering how tHhe
oirecrew monage to- fly un iy warm weostirer witiv soo much
lywing kit on.

On the morning of 8" September owr petrol bowser,
deciding that the life of a petrol bowser way dull, suddenly
burst unfo- flames.  Unfortunately AC Johwuson was burned
badly. Otherwise these fures did have the effect of keeping F/O
Roker out of mischief for a couple of days.

‘A" Flight's theme song s now “We donwt want to- set the
world on fure’’.

9™ September. Today we had owr shower bativ erected
It consisty of a two gallon can with & SO-cigarette tin soldered
and/or drilled withv several holes: This ingeniows apporoatus s
balanced on an won structwre borrowed from Wdbwr / 'C
Flight: Alongside stonds o cunningly devised platform with
tharee roather rickety steps leading wp to- i The proceduwre, ay
demovstraoted deily by Dot and Farmer, i guife simple
Howving secwred two “buckets conmnvas’ filled withe woter, one
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serubbing brusin, one sponge and one piece of soap and/or one
bucket of sand one wipsy smartly wup to- the plotform witiv the
“buckety comnvay’ flled withe water and poury them info- the
two gallon con. It iy adwisable to- dsrobe before reaching this
stage. The water wll ummediately sivower owt from tHhie base of
the cigorete Hin, whereupon one nips very smortly down Hhe
rickety steps, picks onely self up and Hien makes a sudden dasi
for the gently cascading water. By special request Bastule will
strume o fune on the accordion wirhilst one cavorts beneativ the
woter. Withowt any request numerows passers—by wlll pass
lewd comments. For example.. The Dot was buwsily proncing
and splasihving when Jeep Smitihv, passing by, was overheard to-
soy “RAF udemy i Ughter veun — my weapons bent’.

The night of 9%/10" brought us further successes: The
CO Wing Commander Hughh Eliot DFC succeeded i “guring the
winks’ to- one Me.210, Sqguadron Leader Bob Groom finisirhed
off oo Heinkel and damaged o Jw.88, Joe Berry with lan Watson
as his R.O. sent another Me.210 to- Uy rightful end. Store
boshher Allan Barker rode behind the WingCO and Sgt Jeep
Smitiv gare Bob a guiding hand.

Sep»{'loﬁv. The whole Sqguadron riding high on o wanve
of enthusiasm brought abouwt by these successesc A word for
Wilbwr and iy laddies. Theirs s no-easy task. For just abouwt
o year now they hove had the Hwottles wide opent  Fame
posses thew by but they have the satufaction of knowing thaet
the boys who fly have confidence in Hreir efforts:

Night 10%/11™. Our luck s not i No- Hung fall to-
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owr guns. Unfortunately Bob Gralham and Jeep Smitiv do- not
refurn from potrols. We are all hoping Hhat they baled out OK

Sept 11™. It b time a word was said about the
Adjutont and hiy latest commusioning to- rake un some cosiv on
the swde.  Abowt a week ago- Pat storted to- hanve a barber call
on him every mornang. For two or Hawree morningsy Pot sat
potiently wihhilst his stooge finicked and fussed, powdered and
ported. At last the ldea canght on and numerowns tired aircrew-
types began to- guene up witiv Hewr 10 Lue wnotes. | for one
refuse to- believe thot Pat ever pays for hiy own showving and

We have o guiet day withv most of the aircrew needing
some sleep: The one or two- ground types stooge around looking
busy. The night brings us more success and o spot of bad Lnck.
P/O0 Gunn and P/O Corter dispose of one Ju88 and Phil
Brook and Charlie Greenland hack down anotirer.
Unfortunately Phil and Charlie had to- bale owt: Now we are
ol hoping they are OK. Heard over the R/T just before they
left thewr wmachine, trey sounded gquite calm and had
everythving under control

12" Sept  No- news yet of Bob or Jeep: The writer had
morning coffee withv the Adjutant after a hasty trip to- the
aerodrome witv Wilbwr. The Dot s v o bad woy, feeling the
strain of over-work. He rises at 06.15 iy and holds Sick
Parade ot 06.30. By 07.00 he hasy woshed (sometimes), shared
(sometimes) and cooked eggy and bacon. He tHren retires to- the
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Sk Boy, adopty a recumbent posutlon and declares to- all and
sundry “l'mv shhagged owt’. Thisy “shagged owt’ stote of affairs
lastsy untll lunel time:  After lunchv U stowrts agadin and carries
on untl featime. He then proceeds to- the mess to- drink tea
ond. lavwghv ot the aircrew making foces as Hrey swollow Hheir
guinine tablets™. There follows another brief rest followed by
more foordl and then Hre exhousted Doctor retires for o well-
earned rest:

Today the Adjutant has been W all day but tHhuiy
evening Ut i assumed thet he v slightly better as he s able to-
prop himself v a chawr to- take some cashv from some of tre
types

September 13", Ted Roker hanving heard how easy an
‘admind job U5, hay managed to- slip owt of Codesy and Cypirers
nfo- an Admin jobp.  Unfortunately of wll mean hiy leaving
the Sguadron but no- doubt he will be back.

Today we had a new crew avrrve, F/O Porter and P/0O
Johnson.

[At this point the hand-written text ends and the subsequent folios are blank. If the routine of
keeping an unofficial Squadron diary did persist uninterrupted, the volume covering mid-
September 1943 to the end of October 1944 has not survived.]

45 Malaria was still endemic in Sicily at the time.
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